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We, the representatives of the Southeast Women’s Caucus on ASEAN, a network of 100 women’s 
organizations, groups, and activists from ten ASEAN member states together with Timor Leste, in the spirit 
of ASEAN Civil Society Conference/ASEAN People Forum 2014 held in Yangon, Myanmar, would like to 
urge ASEAN Member States to take greater cognizance and recognition of the role of women; and create 
meaningful spaces for women to engage in building a genuine people-centered ASEAN community.  
 
Women constitute the largest segment of the population who are living in extreme poverty, marginalization 
and discrimination; as well as economic, socio-cultural injustice.  Women are vital to the survival and 
reproduction of human beings across all societies, yet they are subjected to different forms of abuse, 
violence, and subjugation that stem from a deeply entrenched patriarchal culture in Southeast Asia and 
beyond. Furthermore, women in poverty experience inequality between nations, classes and ethnic groups 
and are undervalued and underpaid.  

 
It is significant to note that only a handful of women are involved in decision making whether at the 
community level or within the ASEAN structure.  We note that all throughout the four decades of ASEAN’s 
history, not a single woman has been appointed as its Secretary-General.  
 
The blueprints of three community pillars, namely 1) The ASEAN Economic Community; 2) The ASEAN 
Socio-Cultural Community; and 3) The ASEAN Political and Security Community fail to recognize the role of 
women as equal partners in the ASEAN community in the following manner: 

 
1. The Political and Security Community fails to take into account the UN Security Council Resolution 

1325 on the role of women in the prevention and resolution of conflict. Further, there is little 
progress by ASEAN member states on the implementation of the CEDAW Committee General 
Recommendation No. 30 on women and conflict, despite the significant roles women play toward 
ASEAN’s goal of comprehensive security. To add on, the Political-Security Community continues to 
neglect the participation of people, particularly women, and does not address the systemic 
problems of oppression that contribute to political instability and conflict within the region.  
 

2. The Socio-Cultural Community fails to address the rampant violence against women, which 
includes physical, mental and sexual violence; a daily reality for most of ASEAN women. Further, 
child labour, human trafficking, inaccessible and unaffordable healthcare, lack of protection in the 
informal sector and a low development of skills and education continues to plague the ASEAN 
region, contributing to the poor realization of women’s human rights.   
 

3. The ASEAN Economic Community does not recognize the various roles women play in society and 
therefore does not address the situation of women confronted with the adverse effects of 
globalization. It is not new to us that neoliberal globalization via market liberalization, privatization 
and sustained or increased militarization have not done any good to the greater mass, including 
women.  
 

Women contribute two-thirds of the world‘s working hours, produce half of the world‘s food, yet earn only 
10% of the world‘s income and own less than 1% of the world‘s property.  
 
We therefore urge ASEAN member states not to limit the situation of women’s human rights under the 
Socio-Cultural pillar and perspective, but rather incorporate them into action plans of the Political-Security 
and Economic pillars.  It is necessary to realize and address that women’s rights are a pre-requisite for 
sustainable peace and development in the region.  
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