
 

 

  

 

19 June     

 

Dr. Saisuree Chutikul 

Chair 

ACWC-ACW Working Group 

 

cc: Ms. Perada Phumessawatdi, ACWC-ACW Secretariat  

 

Sub: Inputs for draft ASEAN Regional Plan of Action (RPA) on elimination of VAW 

 

Dear Excellency,  

 

The Women’s Caucus would like to recognize  the efforts of ACWC, ACW, the 

Thailand Working Group, the members of the drafting committee, and all those who 

contributed in coming up with the first draft of the ASEAN RPA on the Elimination of 

Violence Against Women.  

The Women’s Caucus welcomes this initiative under the leadership of ACWC and 

ACW to substantiate and actualize ASEAN’s commitment to eliminate Violence against 

Women (VAW) in the region.  

We also would like to express our appreciation that most of our initial suggestions and 

proposals during the civil society consultation on 2 April 2015 were addressed.  

Below are our general comments for the current version of the Regional Platform of 

Action reflecting our specific edits and comments into the draft ASEAN RPA on 

EVAW, attached herewith this letter.  

1.  Background and Rationale 

 As this is a Regional Plan of Action, Women’s Caucus would like to 

see in the document that ACWC and ACW are the ASEAN bodies that 

will be leading the implementation of the RPA with clear information 

on how other ASEAN bodies/organs will be included to ensure the full 

implementation of the RPA. 

 We strongly recommend that ACWC’s and ACW’s mandate be 

strengthened to be able to implement this complex task. Also, ASEAN 

and ASEAN Member States should be able to provide necessary 

resources in relation to the implementation of the RPA on EVAW. 

 Violence against women is not just a product of power relations 

between men and women but also a manifestation of the inequalities 

within and between countries. This should be reflected in the 

background/rationale to emphasize that violence against women 

happens both in the private and public spheres.   

 Even after the twenty years since the adoption of Beijing Declaration, 

there has been little improvement in the elimination of VAW, and 

ASEAN has unacceptably high rates of violence against women.  This 

is an urgent issue that should be taken on as priority by ASEAN as a 

region. 
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2. Definition and forms of violence against women 

 We appreciate that the Beijing Platform for Action’s definition was adopted as this 

provides a more expansive definition of Violence Against Women. 

 Regarding the forms of VAW, we would like to stress the need to include other actions 

which nullify economic rights and fundamental freedoms of women and are 

internationally recognized as forms of violence against women.   

 It is critical to mention that the document should also address the fact that violence 

against women is also perpetrated by the state and non-State actors including 

transnational corporations.  

 

3. Situation of VAW in ASEAN: 

 Despite the progress made in relation to elimination of violence against women in the 

region, ASEAN and ASEAN Member States continue to lag behind their commitments 

 RPA should reflect the absence of accountability mechanism including redress remains to 

be one of the major hindrances to effectively eliminate VAW. 

 

4.  International and Regional Commitments 

 ASEAN Member States have committed to various international human rights treaties, 

particularly CEDAW, and we hope that these would be the fundamental basis of the RPA in 

combating VAW at the ASEAN and national levels.  

 We also hope that ASEAN Member States continue to submit their timely reports to the 

human rights treaty bodies, for example, CEDAW; and actively engage in the processes of 

their country reviews. 

 

5. Guiding Principles 

 The principles should mention that women, particularly women from marginalized groups 

are at the heart of the guiding principles. Women in the region should also be able to 

participate meaningfully by being able to access all information and participate in the 

relevant processes. 

 We would like to express our reservation with regards to the inclusion of private sector as 

partners and we discourage ASEAN from framing the involvement of the private sector in 

the elimination of VAW.  As a minimum, ACWC and ACW should uphold that 

partnerships and collaborations will not be made with private entities with records of human 

rights violations.  

 We propose to include Accountability and Transparency as a guiding principle. There 

should be much needed reaffirmation that ending VAW is a shared effort by all nationals 

and the regional community as a whole. This principle should articulate the accountability 

of the ASEAN and the ASEAN Member States as primary duty-bearers to the right-holders 

and in elimination of VAW  

 

6. Time Frame 

 For effective implementation, a yearly reporting from the national ACWC representatives 

to AMS, and joint ACWC-ACW three-year periodic review should be mentioned. 

 

7. Priority areas  for the first five years 

 Regional guidelines are crucial; however, these should not be reinvented as there are 

already existing international guidelines (CEDAW General Recommendation No 19, 

Beijing Platform for Action, International Conference on Population and Development 

Programme for Action) These should be collated, and utilized and adhered to by the 

ASEAN Member States. 

 There should be reporting and redress mechanisms on violence against women in the 

ASEAN level.  As there is no existing body in the regional level that acts on the VAW 



 

 

cases having an independent Special Rapporteur on VAW that could  evaluate and submit 

reports on the issues of grave concern to AMS and/or to international bodies such as UN 

OHCHR. This will play an important role in combating violence against women in the 

ASEAN region. 

 We strongly suggest a review of existing laws on violence against women to identify how 

comprehensive these laws are.  Aside from criminalizing VAW, there is also a need to 

review whether there is protection against imminent acts of violence (ensuring women’s 

safety) through easily obtainable and speedy protection orders, preventive detention orders, 

immediate police response; provision of legal options to women once violence occurs, 

mandating welfare and support systems for the women, provisions on reparations to the 

survivors, legal mandates for budget allocations and implementation.  

 The Due Diligence framework should be the key basis for ASEAN Member States and 

ASEAN bodies to prevent, investigate and punish acts of Violence Against Women. 

ASEAN member states and ASEAN body must take necessary steps to remove barriers to 

access to justice to victims and survivors of violence and other human rights violations.   

 

 

8. Regional Plan of Action 

 The Actions lack concrete sections that will address VAW affected by the State and 

business entities especially by TNCs, both of which should be held accountable. 

 There is also weak reference in addressing VAW in conflict and post-conflict situations. 

 Women human rights defenders (WHRDs) needs to be mentioned along with victims and 

survivors of VAW. WHRDs do not necessarily fall into victim/survivor category, yet they 

also need protection and services in order for them to continue their roles. 

 We agree that judicial system needs to be strengthened, as well as police and prosecutor 

units; however, these items need to be elaborated. Also, a regional body to review cases 

should be established.  

 Actions to have women’s empowerment programs to build women’s capacities to facilitate 

full realization of women’s rights, to resist oppression also need to be incorporated.  

 A regional monitoring mechanism needs to be in place which will set the standards for 

national mechanisms - this should include setting of indicators and targets. This is a key to 

reinforce the accountability of AMS to their commitments both at the regional and 

international levels. In addition, ACWC could set 'base-line' data in the first year for all 

objectives. There is a need to elaborate on Accountability framework. All proposed actions 

need indicators and clarity over who is responsible for reporting and when. There should be 

clear measures to be taken in the event of non-action of member states. Without proper 

accountability mechanisms, with defined targets and indicators for each actions, the RPA 

will be mere document with list of actions.  

Should you require additional information, please do not hesitate to call upon the Women’s Caucus.  

 

We wish to reiterate Women’s Caucus commitment in supporting the work of the ACWC and ACW 

constructively engaging with the different ASEAN structures and mechanisms in protecting and promoting 

the human rights of women in the region. 

 

 

Sincerely, 
 

Sunee Singh        Sanyu Awori 

APWLD        IWRAW-AP   

             

        

 


